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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EDGAR. FALL GRADUATES TO RECEIVE DEGREES FROM EIU 
CHARLESTON -- Nearly 1,100 students are expected to graduate from Eastern 
Illinois University this month, and the majority of those will participate in formal 
commencement ceremonies Saturday, Dec. 11. 
Joining them will be former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar, who will receive an 
Honorary Doctorate of Public Service degree. Edgar, a Charleston native, graduated from 
Eastern in 1968 with a bachelor of arts degree in history. Prior to two terms in office as 
governor, he served as secretary of state. While at Eastern, Edgar served as student body 
president. 
Since leaving Springfield earlier this year, Edgar has served as a Resident Fellow 
at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University for the 1999 fall term. 
He also has accepted a position as Distinguished Fellow at the University of Illinois Institute 
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of Government and Public Affairs where he plans to teach and lecture. 
Graduation ceremonies will take place at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. in Lantz 
Gymnasium. Guest tickets are required for admission. 
The Graduate School, College of Arts and Humanities and Lumpkin College of 
Business and Applied Sciences will march in the morning ceremony, while Eastern's 
College of Education and Professional Studies, College of Sciences and School of Adult 
and Continuing Education will march in the afternoon. Mr. Edgar will receive his degree 
during the 2 p.m. ceremony. 
Addressing graduates at all three ceremonies will be Eastern President Carol D. 
Surles; Student Body President Michael LeShoure of Champaign; Alumni Association 
President Sylvia Nichols of Edwardsville; and Faculty Senate Chairperson Bonnie Irwin. 
Representing Eastern's Board of Trustees in the morning ceremony will be Nathaniel 
Anderson of East St. Louis, and in the afternoon, Chairman Carl P. Koerner of Effingham. 
The faculty marshal for the 10 a.m. ceremony is Andrew S. Methven, professor of 
biological sciences, who represents the Graduate School. He has been a member of 
Eastern's faculty since 1987. 
Representing the College of Education and Professional Studies as faculty marshal 
in the afternoon ceremony will be Ronald E. Gholson, professor of secondary education 
and foundations. He has been with Eastern since 1976. 
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